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John Rice, Broker. 
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INTRODUCTION, 


N &F the ſeveral Crimes that fall 
a” | under the Denomination of 
2 Larceny and Fraud, there is 
dot any fo pernicious in its 
EWA Conſequences or hurtful to a 
Trecing People, as that of Forgery. The 
lences againſt it are fewer than againſt auy 
other Ciime, whether Theft, Houte-break- 
ing, or any Species of Robbery: hence it 
is that the Engliſh Law is more ſevere 
againſt every fort of this fraud than in ſome 
other Countries. The writing of a Note of 
Hand ſo as to chime in with a Man's real 
Subſcripiion, is in Germany and elſewhere 


called a Species falſe of the higheſt Kind; 
but is not puniſhed with Death, whereas in 


Engiand 


: (*) 
England an Act of this Sort is by the Statute 


equally criminal as if a Man was to forge a 
Subſcription ; the judicious among the Hea- 


thens have fixed the Committers of Forgery 


in the worſt place of Torments after Death, 


of this the Motto is a Teſt mony, notwith- 
ſtanding the French Commentators, have 
given it a different Interpretati' n: Lawyers 


have looked upon it to be of ſo dangerous a 
Nature, that ſeldom or never has the Royal 


Mercy been extended toward the Perpetrators 


of it; and the late Sir William Moreton, 
Recorder, who died the 16th of March, 
1762, has frequently declared, that as two 


Thirds of the Buſineſs in this great Metro- 


polis, were tranſacted by Paper, it was ne- 


ceſſary that the Law ſhould have its iull Ef- 
fect, in order to preſerve the purity and En- 
tireneſs of that inevitable practice. 
But tho' the Diſcouragements to Fo gery 
be great and Excmplary, and that a full 
Brother as in the Caſe of Rello, October, 1762, 
was admitted an Evidence for the Croun, 
yet ſuch is the Thriſt of Gold, that many 
have tried the dangerous Experiment. Of 


this the Subject of the following Memoirs 
is a recent Example: and indeed ot tne 


numerous Victims to public Juſtice, he 
ſeems to be one whoſe Tranſactions ought. 
to be communicated, whether we contider 
the Station of the people whom he abuſed, 
the Sums obtained by his fraud, the Method 


by 


vn) 
by which the falſhood was perpetrated, oc 
the Manner in which it was detected, that 
not only the unwary may be taught to avoid 
the Rock on which he ſplit, but that even 
the Adepts in Villainy may be deterred from 
the Courſes which always end in Ruin and 
Deſtruion, mn Se 


\ 


— 
* 
c 
S «= 4 * P 
- 
* 
= 
U 
=—_ Þ * 
: | 
- 
- 
»” 
. 
- ” 
* 
* 
* , 
. 
* 
Oa 
ou 
* 
* 
— 
* . 
1 
o 
” . 
* 
* 
*. 
+. 
3 „ o 
* * 
; 5 
Þ * 
"+ - 
. 
. * 5 4 „* 
# 
oY 
„ 1 mane et — re IE. anger 
" * n * „* 8 r — 
4 wk " 4 Fond 9! 29 wats, wang 3 NN 42, ar a — Ee —— r hn. ES ads „ | 
nf be 1 25 I wn & > 2 
_ _ * — > Tt — 
* * 0 
- , * R 
2 4 1 1 ul " -— Ee 2 0 a 1 * 33 a9 or - 9" * * 
— 


GENE NARRATIVE 


OF THE 
LIFE and ACTIONS 


O F 


3 Rice, Broker. 


e O AHN RICE, late Broker, 


Broker, in Cornbill; he was 
> born in London, and trained 


bas the Son of Jobn Rice, 
a iy | 192 4 


BK 


<< Ds ID up in all rhe Arts of Broker- 


age and Annuities: Unhap- 
8 for him, he had a London Education, 
his Morals were not ſtrictly looked into, he 
was continually in the midſt of Pleaſure, 


abounded in Money, ſwam in Plenty, and 


had Opportunities for gratifying every irre- 


gular Affection; how fortunate for him had 


B he 
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1 
he been bred up in ſome Charity-ſchool, 
ſince it is a very juſt Obſervation of Doctor 
Secker, Archbiſhop | of Canterbury, that few 
or none, trained up in thoſe Seminaries have 
been remarked to come to an untimely End, 

As Rice's Childhood and Youth yield 
nothing ſingular, ſo we may paſs on to the 
Tranſacttions which more imm<dintely an- 
ſwer our intended Purpoſe. The Buſineſs, 
in which he ſucceeded his Father, is cxiream- 
ly lucrative, where there is conſtant Em- 
ployment ; Money can neither be lodged in 
the Funds nor taken vp without the Inter- 
vention of a third Perion, commonly called 
a Broker, whoſe Fees like thoſe of the Law- 
yers, are frequently high and extravagant : 
Maity become rich in this Way of Trade, 
and as many Frauds are committed in it as 
in any Article of Dealing whatever. 

About ſix Years ago, he entered into a 
reſolution of marrying a Woman who had 
lived tour Years Servant with him; in this 

judging that a ſettled way of Life would be 
mere converient for himſelf, and have a 
Tendency to blind ſuch as relorted to him 
in the courſe of Buſinels, He kept a Chaiſe 
with four Horſes, another of two; he had a 
very pretty Houſe in St. Fobn 5-Street, King's 
Road, Grays-Inn-Lane, which Mr. Joyce 
had lately painted for him in the richeſt 
Manner, he had another Houſe at Finchley, 


and to this he repaired a la mode de Paris, 


(27 

By attending the India Houſe and a dai- 
ly Intercoutſe with Exchange-Alley, he be- 
came acquainted with many of the Adven- 
turers to the Eaſt and Weſt- Indies, many of 
their Subſcriptions were in his Poſſeſſion, 
and as he could write a Variety of Hands, 
the Round Hand, the German Text, and 
the Italian for Ladies, many of theſe be- 
came Sufferers by his Means: In a Word, he 
had every Opportunity for exerciſing the 
mean and fraudulent Art, that generally ter- 
minates in Ruin and Deſtruction, even where 
the Crime is of a private Nature, whereas 
his Offence was againſt the Bari of England 
and the South-Sea-Houſe, 

By tranſacting Buſineſs he became ac- 
quainted with the Clerks and Tellers, and 
theſe being Men of Character and Probity, 
they did not for ſome Time entertain the re- 
moteſt Suſpicion of him ; by frequenting 
Coffee-Houſes, he had, from his Liberality, 
the beſt of Characters from the Watters, 
and ſuch as ſerved at the Bar; nay he had 
wrought himſelf into ſuch a Degree of Inti- 
macy and Confidence with theſe Innocents, 
that they never refuſed to ſign any Paper he 
laid before them : Some have in Haſte ſub- 
ſcribed Letters of Attorney as Witnefles, 
without inſpecting the Name of the Perſon 
from whom the pretended Power was deriv'd, 


B 2 Lmong 
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Among the other Advantages arifing 


to a well-employed Broker, it is none 


of the leaſt that frequently the Client dies 
betwixt the Time that the Money in the 
Fund is upliftzd, and that when it ſhould be 
delivered to him: Of this there are many 
Teſtimonies ; however, as in other Matters, 


no Man is ſo compleat in the Art of a Bro- 
ker, but that he may be overſcen; and in 
all Tranſactions, much depends upon the 


Time and Circumſtances, the Diſpoſition of 
the Contractors, and the Temper of Mind 
they may be in. 

It will not appear incredible that Mr. Rice 


might ſometimes be over-reached ; and this 


at a Time, when through Gaiety and opu- 
lent Living, he had an Exigence to ſupply: 
The Rank he maintained rendered it incon— 


venient to let his own Money lie in the 


Stocks, till the Intereſt became due; preſent 
Demands were urgent, and one falfe Ste 


occaſioning another, he flequently had Re- 


ccurſe to that Art, which he but too well 
knew. 

A Gentleman had employed him to buy 
a Share in the Funds of io, ooo. which he 
did with ſufficient Candour and Veracity ; 
but his Client judging that the Purchaſe was 
made at a Time when Intereſt for Money 


Was tco high; he receded from the Bargain 


which Rice had contracted. By this and a 
Family Exigence which required immed ate 


oupply 


EY 
Supply, he had Recourſe to the Trade of 
Forgery, and ſelling out at a Time when the 
Stocks were extreamly low, he was ren- 
dered incapable of pay:ng the Money about 
which was the Bargain, fo as to be reduced 
.to the Alternative either of confeſſing the 
Truth to the Perſon with whom he had 
agreed, or of doing worſe: At this Time, 
about three Years ago, he ſtudied the Art il 
of Gaming, and ventured to play a Mary- | 
bone and C --— a for conſiderable Sums ; if 
but being unlucky in his Chances and no 
way ſkiiled at Dice or Cheſs like his Anta- ll 
go:1iſts, he generally came of Loſer; having = 
often Joſt gol, 7ol, nay ſometimes 100/, in i 
one Night, 
But the Summer of the Year 1761 was 
the unlucky ra, wherein a Chain of fatal 
C.rcumſtances tended to inſnate him: For a 
Negotiation being begun between Great- 
britain and France, tor terminating a War 
thai had raged furiouſly for five Years; the 
foriner ſent over Sir Hans Stanley to Paris, 
a Gentleman or Addreſs and Sagacity, and 
the latter commiſſioned M. de Buffy, a per- 
ſon of great Penetration and Foreſight, one 
who was well acquainted with the Eugliſb | 
Funds, and who had formerly been Am- 1 
baſſador at London, and even followed the 1 
King to flaunover, and negotiated with 
Lord Harrington, Anno 1743. 
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(0) 
M. Buſſy knowing that his Court wanted 
only to gain Time and that a Compact had 
been entered into with that of Madrid for 
curbing the growing Power of the Britifh 
Nation, came over with no other View 
than that of diverting the Britiſß Miniſtry 
from ſeriouſly prying into the ſecret Articles 
of the Treaty: the Flota had left Cartha- 
gena in the Month of February before, fo 
that if the Convention between the two 
Powers had been known, the Flot!a muſt 
have been intercepted : Nothing could diz- 
zle the Eyes of the Court of Great- Britain 
except the Proſpect of a Peace which ſhe 
ardently defired, and which the People of 
the united Kingdom ſtood ſo much in 
need of. y 
M. Buffy before leaving Paris, artfully 
cauſed ſome Emiſfaries to publiſh thro' Eng- 
land and Holland, the War would become 
every Day more ſerious and terrible, and 
fome unſucceſsfull Events happening in 
Germany, ſtrengthening the Co jecture, M. 
Buſſys Deſign was anſwered; the Stocks fell 
to 3 per Cent, and he by his Agents in Am- 
ſteraam and at the Hague bought Shares to 
the Amount of 400,000 J. By his coming 
to Eng/and, where after once and again con- 
fering with the Duke of Newca/tle and with 
Mr. Pitt, the Hopes of Peace began to re- 
vive, and the Stocks roſe conſiderably; at 
this very Tire he ſold out the Shares he had 
bought, 


(21 

bought, and by his Bargain gained about 
70.000 J. This being done, he embarraſſed 
the Negotiation, by intermixing the Claims 
of the Court of Madrid, which he ſaid his 
Maſter ardently deſired might be adjuſted ; 
Mr. Pitt ſoon detected the latent. Fire, that 
lay concealed under theſe plauſible Terms. 


The Frenchman and he ſoon broke off 


the Negotiation ; the latter attributing the 
Want of Succeſs to its true Cauſe, and the 
other only reflecting upon Mr. Pitt for his 
Obſtinacy : The Duke of Newcaſtle, ſaid 


M. Buffy, is a downright plain honeſt Man, 


but for Mr Pitt. Iknow-not what to make 


& of him, he is tenacious, obſtinate, and 


© no way diſpoſed to reconcile.” 


It was a little before the Begining of this 


Negotiation, when Mr. Rice was obliged to 
ſell out, in order to ſupply what he had loſt 


at Cheſs, and to anſwer the Bargain of 
10,000 J. for which he had contracted. 


And that his Credit might not ſeem to 
fink, he bought Shares, at a Time when 
the Intereſt ot Money was at its Heighth, 
ſo that every Circumſtance tended to involye 
him. 


To remedy his Misfortunes, and to an- 


ſwer ſome Demands that were then urgent 
upon him, he begun the Trade of Forgery, 
which he did to ſuch Perfection, that he 
ſigned the Names of the Perſons whoſe pre. 


tended Letters of Attorney he had in his 


Cu ſtody, 
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1 
Cuſtody, ſo like their real Subſcription, that 
the Clerke, though converſant in Wri- 
ting, did, without the leaſt Scruple, anſwer 
the fraudulent Demands. He at ten diffe- 
rent Times forged Letters of Attornev; the 
firſt for 1007 the ſecond for 1000 /. the 


third for 2000 /. the fourth for 500 J. the 


fifth for 6000/ the ſixth for 4000/. the ſe- 


venth for 2000 J. the eighth for 2 500 J. the 


ninth for 7000 l. and at different Times he 
uplifted no leſs than 19, 900 / being the 
Stock of Mrs. Pearce, a Lady from Bedel 


in Yorkſhrre. 


The Lady had fignified to him by a Let- 
ter that ſhe wanted to ſell out, and would 


be adviſed by him as to the Time when the 


ſame was to be done. Rice being in Poſſeſ- 
ſion of a recent Subſcription, made out a 


Letter of Attorney to himfelf, and ſo art- 


fully ſigned the Lady's Name, that no mag- 
nifying Glaſs (the right uſing of which is 
the beſt Detection of a Forgery) could diſ- 
tinguiſh it from her real Hand-writing. 
Being in Poſſeſſion of this Money, he 
revelled for ſome Time in all Kind of 
Riot, Gaming and Extravagance. His Sub- 
ſtance daily diminiſhed, and he becoming 
apprehenſive of Mrs, Pearce's coming to 
Town, reſolved upon an Elopement, and 
the rather as the Fate of John Kell for 
Forgery was recent and frightful. The Caſe 


of Kells is too ſingular to be paſſed over, ſince 


the 


1 

Manner of his being apprehended is one of 
the ſtrongeſt Evidences of a Fate attending 
upon Mankind. 


The Money and Notes to the Amount of 


1000/, were all, except 3o/. put into a 


Box, and committed to the Care of a Wo- 


man in College- Street, Weſtminſter, with 
whom he had kept Company. The Thief 
takers who were in Search of him, had in- 
formation of the Place where his Acquain- 


tance lived, and came one Day to her om 


with a Deſiga to ſearch it; and at the very 


Inſtant of their entering, a Boy comes from 
Clarges- Street with a Note directed to her, 


and deſiring ſhe would bring the Box along. 


The Line fell into the Hands of his Ene- 
mies, who inſtantly locked the Door, ran 


to the Public-houſe, laid hold on Kello, and 
ſo 1a Triumph carried him, the Woman, 


and the Box, before the well-known Sir John 
Fielding. 


So ſurpriſing a Diſcovery of a latent Fire : 


conducted with the utmoſt Secreſy and Art, 


alarmed Rice prodigiouſly; he left his 


Spouſe in poſſeſſion of conſiderable Sums, 
and tho' he inſinuated his Deſign to etire 
beyond Sea, yet he defired ſhe might not 
follow till hearing from him: he likewiſe 
kept his grand Deſign a Secret from his 
Attorney Mr Gearing with whom he parted 
on the Morning of his ſetting out. 

C It 


(10 ) 

It was on the ſecond Day of December 
1762 that he was firſt miſſing, for Madam 
Pearce had come to Town, and finding 
that her Money had been taken up by a 
falſe power of Attorney: All begun to be 
diſcloſed: his Spouſe took a Journey in 
Haſte, Mr Gearing who ſtill was ignorant 
of his fraud accompanied her purely out 
of Compliment, and from this Circum- 
ſtance he was apprehended and taken into 
Cuſtody ſo ſoon as Rice's Elopement was 
known. However the Attorney was ſoon 
diſcharged, for he was known to Mr Briſtow, 
Attorney for the Soutb-Sea Houſe, and had 
ſerved as Clerk to Mr. Dodd, Sollicitor to 
the Bank, both which Gentlemen imputed 
his attending on Mrs. Rice into the Country, 
more to a youthful Imprudence than to any 
criminal Deſign. 

In the mean time a Statute of Bankruptcy 
was taken out againſt the fugitive, and a 
Meſſage was ſent to bring Mrs. Rice back 
to Town: She had reached Harwich and 
was once on Board a Brig going to Holland 
which was driven back by contrary Winds, 
and being put on Shore ſhe was ſeized 
and brought to Landon, where finding an 
Execution in her Houſe, and all in an Up- 
roar, ſhe candidly ſurrendered up the Effects 
of her Huſband, with 5000 J. in Bank 
Notes, which had been ſecured within the 
Lining of her Stays; and the Creditors 

were 


( 11 ) 
were ſo generous that they neither meddled 
with her Toilette her Body Cloathes, her 
private Purſe, or whatever ſhe could claim 
as a Woman, and ſhe promoted the Sale of 


his moveables to the utmoſt of her Oppor- 


tunity. 1 . 
The Coach that he had bought the Sum- 
mer before for carrying him to Tunbridge, 
his Chaiſe and Poſt-Chaiſes were ſold for 
160 J. He had three Setts of Horſes, two 
Sett of which were fine Geldings, and one 
Sett of theſe were ſold for 84 /. his Horſes 
for 15 J. each, his Black Boy was auctioned 
for 30 Guineas; his other furniture, ſuch 
as Paintings, Clock, Lookings Glaſſes, Tea 
Equipage and other moveables, ſold pretty 
well conſidering the place they were in, and 
in the whole amounted to about 3050 /, 
It was in the Time of this Auction that 


the place to which Rice had retired, became 


known ; for a packet being brought to Mr 


Gearing, he without opening it, carried 


the ſame to the South Sea Houſe, and 
brought the Courier along; by the Letters 
one of which was to Mrs. Rice and which 
were unſealed before Witneſſes, it appeared 


that he had firſt retired into Holland; and 


now reſided at Cambray, a City of French- 
Planders, that he wanted his Spoule to come 


over and to bring what Money ſhe could 
procure. : 


Ga: Ls The 
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The City of Cambray has been famous 
for the League entered into by the Pope, the 
Kings of France and of Spain, the Dukes 
of Fertara and Mantua April 17th, 1509, 
againſt the Republick of Venice, and later 
than that period for being the Reſidence 
of the immortal M. de Fenclon, whoſe Good- 
neſs of Heart as a Man, whoſe Chriſtian 
Deportment as a Biſhop, whoſe Erudition 
as a Scholar, and moderation as a Caſuiſt, 
were ſo univerſally admired, that the City 
and Diſtrict of Cambray were preſerv'd 
from the Calamitys of War, tho' two 
mighty Armies lay within View of its 
Ramparts in the Year 1711, the French 
Officers reſorted thither as to an Aſylum :. 
thc Duke of Mariborough appointed a Gaurd 
for protecting the Arcbiſhop's Corn and 
what was more he in Company with Prince 
Eugcre, viſited the Author of Telemachus, 
and dined with him; theſe are Incidents 
that will be handed down to the lateſt 
poſterity, nor will the Event paſs on Ob- 
livion that in the memorable Year 1763, 
the Court of France was ſo docile to that 
of Great-Britain, that in Oppoſition to 
the Tenure of her Conduct, ſhe delivered 
up a fugitive, who had fled thither for Re- 
fug-: It ſtands upon the River Lys, twen- 
ty Leagues from tie neareſt Shore and forty 
from Paris, and tho' ſituated in the midit 
of a very pleaſant and fertile Country, 

abounding 


„ 
abounding with ManufaQtories of Lace, 
and of Cambrick, is yet but little frequented 


; by Strangers, except {ach as are in Rice's 


Situation, 
The Arrival of a Courier from Mr Rice 
tended to dicloſe the different parts of his 
Conduct, and what was not clear from the 
packet, was ſufficiently illuſtrated by the 
Man; be told that he had received nine 
Guineas from his Employer and a promiſe 


of as much againſt his Return, and that he 


had left him at Turennes Head in Cambray. 
All this Intelligence was by the Attorney 
and the Managers of the South-Sea Houſe, 
turned to the beſt Advantage: they acquain- 
ted the Lord-Mayor with the Particulars, 
and apprized the chief Officers of State: 


nay the Sovereign himſelſ was applied to 
for procuring a Redreſs of the Injuries: 


and in the interim the Courier was treated 
with all poſſible Humanity ; far from inti- 
midating the Man: Mr Criſſinney Secretary 
to the South-Sea Hcuſe, behaved towards 


him with Generofity and Tenderneſs, hired 


a Chamber for him at the Spread Eagle in 


Grace-Church-Streef, and gave orders at 


the Inn that he ſhould have whatever he 
called for. 
In this ſituation he continued about a 
fortnight, and then was diſmiſt in the moſt 
hoſpitable manner; his Bed, Board and 
Lodging were pay'd for, and ten Guineas 


Wele 


r ack. IE. ES 
»: 9 b oP - & ng 
6 — >. WA — 1 Eg ee ot 


' | 


Pee — r ee re LE I II EE TEES * 


(14) 
were given him to defray the Expences of 


his Return: nay he was aſked if he was 
pleaſed which anſwering in the affirmative 


and with a Satisfaction diſcernable both in 


his Looks and Geſtures, he ſet out for Cam- 
Bray, where a thouſand Stories were propa- 
gated concerning the Treatment he had 
met with, and among others, that the 


Lord Mayor had firſt ordered him to be 


confined to a Dungeon, and then to be 
hanged. Though his own Appearance con- 
tradicted this laſt Report, yet it confirmed 


ſome other Calumnies that were raiſed: 
fuch as that he was confined from the mo- 


ment of his firſt meeting the Attorney, 
that he was famiſhed with Hunger during 
his Impriſonment, and had not received a 


ſingle Dinner from any FPerſon to relieve. 


him: the Provoſt of Cambray was ſo tou- 
ched with the Matter that he wrote a Letter 
to Mr Cr:iffinney, remonſtrating upon the 
Hardſhips the Man had undergone, and 
which he judged to be ill timed as their reſ- 
pective Sovereigns were labouring to bring 
about a Reconciliation between the Subjects 
of the two Crowns. 

It is not eaſy to figure what ſurprize a 


Gentleman muſt be in, at hearing fo falſe 


and unexpected a Story, yet Mr Cyriffinney 


being a cool Man, did without any ferment, 
return an Anſwer by the firſt Poſt, inform 


ing as above, and at the ſame Time intima- 
ting 
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ting; that tne Engliſh Nation was not fo 
void of Hoſpitality, Goodneſs and Hu- 
manity, as to treat a Stranger in the manner 
repreſented: and the Provoſt giving more 


Credit to Mr Criffinney than to the Courier 


ordered the latter to be confined to a Dun- 
geon, and to be fed upon Bread and Water, 


and in the mean Time acquainted Mr Cri- 


Nney with what was done; but ſuch was 
this Gentleman's Moderation and Goodneſs, 
that he Inſtantly wrote to the Provoſt and 
interceeded that the unhappy fellow might 
be ſet at Liberty, which was accordingly 
done. 4 | 5 
While Mr Criſſinney and the Provoſt of 
Cambray were correſponding about the 
Flandrian Courier, a more important Ne- 
gotiation was on the Carpet between the 
Courts of London and Verſailles, where 


Application to have Rice delivered up had 


been made by the Briz;/þ Ambaſſador, in 

Obedience to his Sovereign's Commands. 
As the Subjects of Great- Britain and 

France, were diſpoſed to a Reconciliation, 


a favour of this Kind was the more readily 


granted ; the Preliminaries of Peace were 


not only ſigned at Paris on the 3d of No- 


vember, but were approved by the Parlia- 


ment of Grea!-Britain on the gth of De- 
cember following: the Debates were long, 


and were even ſometimes like to become 
warm: Mc Pitt notwithſtanding an ex- 


cruciating 
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cruciating pain, attended; tho his Fect ard 
Legs were wrapt up in Flannel, and that 
he was obliged to be carried between two 
Men, from his Chair to his Seat in the 
"Houſe of Commons, and when there to be 
three times recruited with Drops preſcribed 
for his Diſorder, yet he ſpake for three 
Hours and an half on the important Subject; 
till his Malady increafing, he was obliged 
to withdraw two Hours before the final 
Reſolve on an Addreſs to his Majeſty, ap- 
proving what had been done: the Numbers 
for the Addreſs were 319 to 65. Many 
ſpeeches for and ul it were that Day 
delivered, as might have adorned any Aſ- 
ſembly that ever Greece or Rome beheld ; 
Mr Pitt, Mr Fox, Mr Charles Townſhend, 
and Mr Dempſter, ſpoke with diſtinguiſhed 
Eloquence, and tho' the Populace talked 
variouſly on the Subject yet the Healths-of 
a certain Minority were drunk in a par- 
ticular manner at ſeveral very magnificent 
and grand Entertainments, 

In the other Houſe the Debates likewiſe 
ran high, the Dukes of Newcaſtle and Graf- 


ton, ſpoke upon the Subject, as did the 


Earls of Temple,' Hardwicke and Hallifax, 
the Lord Chancellor and the Lord Mansfield, 
In the Courſe of the Debate it was ſhown 
that the King of Pruſſia, was not a natural 
but an accidental Ally; that the Subſidy 
paid to him was greater than ever was paid 

HEE to 
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to any other Potentate, and that tho' the 
Treaty between the Courts of London and 
Berlin, had expired before the laſt Nego- 
tration was begun, yet the Pruſſian Intereſt 


Hhad been taken as much Care of, as if the 


Treaty had ſubſiſted in all its force ; as in 
other Aſſemblies, there was a Diverſity of 
Opinions, and one Peer made no Secret of 
declaring that was he to die next Day, he 
would defire no more honourable Inſctiption 
upon his Tomb, than that he was the Man 
to adviſe his Majeſty to agree to the prelimi- 
nary Articles which now lay before them. 
The Approbation of a Br:ti/h Parliament, 
was extreatnly agreeable to the Court of 
France, whoſe Subjects had been ruined 
and Finances drained by an unſucceſsful War; 
the Grand Monarch appeared unuſually 
gay upon the Occaſion, ever affecting a 
ſingular Willingnels to forward the R=con- 
ciliation and to render it cordial and com- 
pleat ; he had been hunting a whole Day, 
and on coming Home was told that the far 
was brought to a Period; he without 1ui- 
fering his Boots to be taken off, or te- 
freſhing himſelf, haſtened to ſign the Paper 
in which the Articles were contained. 
Whether this Complacency was real 


is but a Circumſtance, one i hing is cer- 


tain, that a Trading People mult ve a Loi 
by a War, be it ever ſo ſucceſstull ; and 
the French Nation muſt, in a parti lar 


Man- 


— ai _ —— 2 
1 . _ : 
a 2 


(218) 
Manner, be Sufferers; for their Schools are 
in Time of Peace frequented by Eng/:/þ 
Students, who at beſt make but a ſmall 
Progreſs in claſſical Lear ing, in theſe for- 
reign Seminaries. Monthilier is the worſe 
for it, ſince during the period that Hoſtilities 
continue, none of the Pri7z/h Ladies or 
Gentlemen repair to the M.nerals there, 
and to the Prejudice of their own Health 
and the Ruin of immenſe Fortunes, revel 
in Pleaſure and all the D.verſions of the 
beau Monde; but Paris has the greateſt Rea- 
{on to repine, as in Time of Peace, more 
People reſort to that Metropolis from Great 
Britain, than from all Europe beſides. An 
Enghſhman is particularly regarded in all 
Places of publick Reſort and Entertainment, 
An Engliſb Nobleman, Gentleman or Mer. 
chant is ſo diſtinguiſhed by his Liberality, 
that the Maſters and Waiters at a Coffee 
Houſe would rather hear any of theſe call 
for a Room, than a German Count, a Swe- 
diſh Baron, a Poliſh Staroſt, a Ruſſian Knez, 
a Spaniſh Don, or even a French Marquis. 
The French Air has a magnetic Virtue to 
attract the Engliſb Gold, whether becauſe 
Men are always intent upon what is moſt 
deſtructive, or that the Generality of the 
Engliſi Nation ſeem to love the Reſidence 
of their Forefathers, the Noels, the Gaſ- 
coignes, the Bourgoignes, the Cockaynes, Jan. 
ſens, Vernons, Beauclercs, Amyands, Bar- 
: tiers, 


( 19) 
tiers, Boiſſiers, Beſanquets, Rourdiens, Bran- 
dons, Bouretts, Delamottes, Delahares, De- 
lavals, and Fourdiniers, with many others, 
tetain all the Vanity and Loquacity of the 
French Nation, 1 
But tho' the Terms of Peace were agree- 
able to the French Court, yet they were not 
ſ'» pleaſing to the generality of the Britiſb 
Subjects, conſidering the unparallelled and 
glorious Succeſs of our Arms; there was but 
lictle huzzaing on the 22d of March, the 
Day the Peace was proclaimed ; the Iilumi- 
rations and Bonfires on that Occaſion were 


but few: For the monopoly of the ſugar 


Trade or of the fiſhery was expected; at 


leaſt one of them was looked for; But as 


in other Caſes, Patriots became Courtiers, and 


Courtiers became Patriots. Pamphlets, ſet- 


ting off the Folly of retaining Martinico and 
Guadalupe as ridiculous, were publiſhed a 
ſhort Time before ; that the Sugar Planters 
in Jamaica would be Loſers by ſuch a Re- 
tention, was the Theme. Some even urged, 


that the monopolizing of the Fiſhery would 
be a Means of rendering our Seamen lazy, 


as theſe would be without Campetitors, and 


that it was eaſy for the Court of Rome to give 


a Diſpenſation to the Inhabitants of the Ca- 
tholic Countries, to eat Fleſh in Lent, and 
even on Fridays and Saturdays, to the great 
Prejudice of the Fiſh Markets, 
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Of all theſe Murmurings the French Na- 
tion was ſenſible, and therefore to alluce the 
People of Great Britain to the Peace, Care 
was taken that the Court ſhould appear every 
Way ſplendid, gay and magnificent. Thro' 
the Winter of 1762 nothing reſounded at 
the Louvre, but Maſquerades, Balls, Ope- 
ras, Afleroblies, and Feſtivals, which in- 
creaſed the good Humour of the King and 
the Court, as many of the Engliſb Nobility 
and Gentry of both Sexes reſorted thereto, 

In this Diſpoſition of Mind was the Grand 
Monarch, when the Duke of Bedfora firſt 
demanded that Rice ſhould be given up. He 
was anſwered in the molt obliging Terms, 
and the King told him that no Rogues of 
one Kingdom ought to be protected in ano- 
ther, and that ſuch was the good Opinion 
he had formed of his brother the King of 
Great Britain, that he was convinced he 
would be of the ſame Sentiments. I do, 
<« faid he, conſent that this Renegado be de- 
e livered, provided that a like Kequiſition 
« on my Part be granted by your King.“ 
The Duke expreſſed a due Senfe of ſuch 
Royal Condeſcenſion, and promiſed to ſend 
off a Courier to London with his Majeſty's 
Reply. 
{+ IRE the Courier ſet out and deli- 
vering the Packet, his Britannic Majeſty 
thought proper to adviſe with his Council 
on the Anſwer he had received, and the 

Lawyers 
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L awyers being of Opinion, that a King of 
Great Britain could not as the Law ſtood, 


comply with the Conditions mentioned by | 


the French King, a Delay enſued; which 
gave Riſe to a Report, that the Archbiſhop 
of Cambray refuſed to deliver up Rice and 
that he wanted to proſelyte him to the 
Roman Catholic Religion; but the tontrary 
of this whole fiction has been aſſerted in the 
chief Magiſtrates Letters to Mc cim 
formerly named. 

The opinion of the Court of Great Bri- 
fain being lent over to the Duke of Bedford, 


he directly waited upon the Duke de Cb 
 Jeuil, who, he defied might, repreſent the 


Matter to the King, which being ſoon com- 
plied with, his Majeſty told him, that tho? 


the Laws of Tant in their preſent Situa- 
tion, did not anſwer the Opinion he at firſt 
expreſſed, yet ſuch was his Regard for the 
King of Great Britain, that he conſented 


to the delivering up of Rice, provided ſuch 


a ſtep was not to be taken for a Precedent: 


This being ſettled Mr. Money a King's Meſ- 
ſenger, ſet out for Cambray, with an order 
from the Grand Monarch, to the Governor 
and Provoſt for delivering up the Perſon of 
Rice, who was ſtill in Cuſtody, and whom 
a Chain of fatal Circumſtances ſeemed no vy 


to purſue. He had lived very ſumptuouſſy 


from the Time of his firſt Arrival and dur- 
ing his Confinement, and had almoſt drawn 
the 
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the Jailor into an Agreement, to connive 
at his Eſcape; the Priſoner would have 
given his All, to be ſet at Liberty, while 
the Keeper expecting that by Remittances 
from England he might receive more largely, 
refuſed to comply. In the mean Time the 
Courier arrived, and his Story broke off all 
Manner of Bargaining, and Rice was more 
cloſely confined. Without Heſitation de 
was delivered to Mr Money, who on the 
toth of March ſet out with him in a Poſt 
Chaiſe for Calais, wheie arriving on the 
14th they went on Board an Eng/z/h Veſſel 
lying there for them, and landing the next 
Day at Dover, they proceeded by. the way 
of Canterbury to London, where they arrived 
that Evening. He lay all Night in the 
Meſſenger's Houſe, and next Day was carried 
for the firſt Time before the Lord Mayor, 
amidſt a prodigious Multitude, who crowded 
to hear him examined; but in this, they 
were diſappointed, for his Lordſhip had 
the Precaution to examine him in a private 
Room, to which none were admitted, but 
the Secretary and Clerks to the Houſes, who 

had anſwered his counterfeit Comands. He 
appeared confounded at the Sight of thoſe, 
whom he had groſsly abuſed, and tho a 
Man of Courage in other Caſes, yet he diſ- 
covered a Childiſhneſs here which even diſ- 
ſolved him into Tears. His Lordſhip obſerv- 
ing this, he ſhifted his Eyes from the 

Criminal, 
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Crimnal, and with Sympathy begun to look 
upon the Man, and with a Mildneſs, fo 
becoming a chief Magiſtrate, adviſed him 
to call up all the Succour poſſible from Tem- 
per, Coolneſs and Recollection; that ſo he 
might to the utmoſt of his Power, make 
Comperſaticn to ſuch as had Dealings with 


him. At this Time nothing was to be 


done: he could only inform that his Papers 
and Pocket Book were loſt, and that he 
neither could recolle& Names nor Circum- 
ſtances; the Excuſe was ſuſtained ; his 
Lordſhip ſympathized with him, adviſed 
him to recollect matters, and appointed 
him to appear on Saturday the 19th in the 
Morning ; and in the mean Time, to treat 


him with the greateſt Lenity, he committed 


him only to the Poultry Compter, where 
tho' he was narrowly watched, yet he had 
by his Lordſhip's Order all poſſible In- 
dulgence. 5 

The news of a ſecond Appearance, ſo 
increaſed people's Curioſity, that greater 
Numbers crowed to the Manſion Houſe than 
had done the Day before; however the 
Diſappointment was the ſame ; none being 
admitted but the Gentlemen belonging to 
the Funds, as at the preceedingExamination. 
At this Time he made a full Confeſſion of 


all his Tranſactions ; he declared he had no 
Accomplice in his repeated Forgeries on the 


Bank and South Sea Company, amounting 
tO 


624) 
to-45,000 7. which Money together witli 
his own Fortune (according to my Infor- 
mation gooo J.) he had loſt in the Alley, 
except what was found upon his Wife; 
and about 300 J. he had carried off with 
him and which be had expended. That 
the firſt Loſs he h14 in the Alley was 5000 J. 
being the Difference of ſome Stock which 
he had agreed for on Account of a Gentle- 
man, who would not take it of him, i. e. 
would not agree to the Terms, and not ha- 
ving Money to make good that Difference, 
in Order to keep up his Credit in the Alley, 
he was induced to practiſe Forgeries ; that 
the Tranſaction happened the 12th of March 
1761, and meeting almoſt every Day with 
Loſſes he went on in forging, till at twelve 
. Times he obtained the foreſaid 
He offered to ſign his Confeſſion 
I his Lordſhip very juſtly refaſed, he 
then begged to be indulged with Liberty 
to remain in the Poultry Compter till the next 
Seſſions, and that his Spouſe might be with 
him, both which his Lordſhip granted; 
upon Condition that his Wife did not go out 
after ſne was once in it, if ſhe did, not to 
be ſuffered to go to him any more, and 
that no other perſon was to be admitted to 
him: he told the Lord Mayor that the 


Biſhop of Cambray promiſed to protect 


him, if he would embrace the Roman Ca- 
tholic Religion, which he abſolutely refuſed, 
| that 


1 

that the Guilt of his Crime ſat heavy on him, 
for he enjoyed not one happy Hour during 
his Abſence, and that he wag glad to return 
to England, that he might ſuffer that puniſh- 
ment which he moſt juſtly deſerved : The 
Lord Mayor recommended to him in ver 
moving Terms, to make the beſt Ule cf 
his Time, to prepare for a future State; for 
that the Nature of his Crime was ſuch that 
he could not hope after Conviction, to 
obtain the Royal Mercy, N 

But ſpecious as the Pretence is about be- 


ing dealt with to embrace the Roman Ca- 


tholic Religion, yet from my beſt Informa- 


tion, the ſame was falſe and unbecoming, 


for not only the Letter from the chief Ma- 


giſtrate to Mr. Cr:ifinney has contradicted 


the Aſſertion, but every Circumſtance tends 


to diſcredit the Tale. For what Advan- 


tage could ariſe to the Roman Catholics by 
making Rice a Proſelyte? His Money was 
ſpent ; he was no Mechanic, nor could he 
earn a Livelihood at the Cambrick Manufac- 
tory, the Trade of the Country ; he was no 
Scholar, not yet was ſuch a Proficient in 
the Flandrian Dialect, as to live comforta- 
bly among the Inhabitants. In a Word, he 
muſt have been ſubſiſted from the Biſhop's 
Income, which, though it be conſiderable, 
vi. 100,000 livres, or 4, 166 J. 13s, 8 d. 
is yet but nn ſupporting the infe- 
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rior Clergy of the Dioceſe, and the nume- 
tous Poor that are there. 
Beſides the Archbiſhop M. Sz. Albin is a 
Perſon of great Diſcretion and Prudence, a 
Man of Lenity and Mod:ration : He was 
Preceptor to the Prince of Conde's Son, was 
trained up by the immortal Penclon, in the 
moſt free and generous Sentiments, to which 
he was a fincere De votee. And for Inſtance 
of his Goodneſs, when the Provoſt of Cam- 
bray informed him that he would cauſe the 
Report of endeavouring to proſelyte Rice to 
be contradicted in all the News Papers thro” 
Holland, the good Prelate interpoſed ; © for, 
e ſaid he, the poor Man is ſufficiently load- 
« ed with his own Sin, let not us add to 
« the Weight of his Calamity, for none 
« who know me will belieye it.” The 
Court of France has, in their Nomination 
to the Archbiſboprick of Cambray, always 
had an Eye to the Words of the dying Fen- 
clon ; who, on his Death bed earneſtly en- 
treated, that his Succeſſor might be a Man 
of Piety and Learning, one who was cha- 
ritable in his Thoughts, his Words, and his 
Actions. However, perhaps the Flanders 
Courier might have pretended a Meſſage 
from his Grace, or that ſome Refugee, glad 
of a Livre to buy him a Dinner, might 
counterfeit. ſuch a Story, and even impoſe 
upon Rice; but by all Accounts no ſuch 
Propoſal was ever made by M. Sz. * 
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who, I believe, would rather have protect- 


ed him for adhering to the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, than for being proſelyted to the Ro- 
man Catholic Faith, 

Neither is it eaſy to believe that in the 
Space of two Years, he could ſquander 
45,0004, beſides his own Fotune; tis true 


the Man loved Gaiety, was a Slave to the 


Fooleries of high Life, and what is worſe 
greatly addicted to Gaming at which he on 
conſiderable Sums. 

The laſt time of his Appearance v was on 
Monday the 2 1ſt of March, when he was 
conducted privately to the Manfion Houſe; 3 
without being obſerved: Mr Hayes Keeper 


of the Compter walked before him and the 


Turnkey immediately behind him; at this 
time the Examination was more ſecret than 
ever, as the very Marſhal Men were ordered 
to the Outſide of the Door; he perſiſted 
in what he had advanced, and wrote down 
the Names of the Perſons, whoſe Letters of 
Attorney he had forged, by comparing 


which with the real Subſcription there ap- 


peared the ſtrongeſt Likeneſs: this being 
over, he humbly begged of the Lord Mayor 
that his Friends might have Liberty to viſit 
him, which was granted, and his Wife was 
ſuffer'd to go out and in as ſhe pleaſed. 

Mr Beckford the Lord Mayor, deſervedly 


acquired the higheſt Commendation and 


Applauſe for his Humanity and Candour 
thro' the whole of this Affair like; ths 
= WY Law 
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Laws themſelves, he did not proceed in 
Wrath but in Equity ; he diſcovered the 
Gentleman and the Scholar, thro every part 
ot his Conduct, and evidenced, that he had 
not like many others, neglected the Golden 
Opportunities of improving in the ſeveral 
Branches of uſeful and polite Literature in 
his younger Years; he ſtudied at -Ballic/ 
Ccllege Oxford with Care and Attention, 
and afterwa ds plied the Theory and Prac- 
tice of Phyſic under the famous Boerhave : 
he travelled into France in Queſt of Im- 
provement, and has fo well learned the Art 
of Politeneſs and what people call the grand 
fineſſe, that he is juſtly eſteemed one of the 
beſt Conductors of an Entertainment, in 
Europe. A Man truly great, when Splen- 
dour is required, but content to be unknown 
when no Munificence is expected; to him 
arethe poor at this Time indebted for the 
moderate price of Bread, and to him is 
owing the reaſonable Rate at which Sagars 
are retailed ; he did not like ſome Juſtices 
of Peace, too frequently named in the pu- 
blick papers exult in an Unhappy Man's 
Misfortunes, nor yet did he order Rice to be 
loaded with Irons; he would not ſuffer him 
to ſign his own Confeſſion, and to be his own 
Executioner in open violation of the magna 


Charta which provides that no Man ſhall 
be his own Accuſer, 


From 


1 
From the Time of bis laſt Exammination, 
he lived in great Decorum; His food was no 


more than what barely could ſuſtain Na- 


ture, for reſigning himſelf to his fate, and 
committing the care of his funeral to his 
Spouſe, he almoſt fixed his mind on a- 
nother World, notwithſtanding the vain 
Iaſinuations that his Life would be ſpared, 


and ſo generous were the Gentlemen who 


had ſuffered thro' his means, that being 
Informed he wanted wherewith to procure 


the Neceſſaries of Life, they ſent a purſe 


of fen Guineas to ſupport him: he was 


conducted both ſecretly and regularly to the 


chapel to Prayers, and appeared both de- 
vout and ſerious ; and on the 1 5th of April 
about half an Hour before nine in the 
morning he was brought in-a Coach to the 
Old Bailey. As ſoon as he ſet his Foot on 
Ground he fainted away, but being carried 


into the Queen's Head where he was reſtored. 


by ſome Drops, he wept bitterly and ap- 
| peared extreamly dejected. In about a Quar- 


ter of an Hour he was conducted into Court 


where he again fainted away. About half 
an Hour after nine his Trial came on be- 
fore Lord Monsfield; he was indicted for 
forging a Letter of Attorney, and utter- 
ing the fame knowing it to be forged in 
the name of Anne Pearce Widow of, H. 
Pearce Eſq. of Bedel in Yorkſhire, the Sum 
the Indictment was laid for, was only 500 /. 


tho' 
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tho” he had transferred of this Lady's Stock 


19, 900 l. Mr Fennelbu one of the Clerks 
of the South Sea Houſe, proved the filling 
up the Letter of Attorney, Mr Lowth ano- 
ther Clerk, proved the filling up the Trans- 


fer, ſaw Rice execute it and ſwore that he 


witneſſed the ſame, Mr Bull the Superviſor, 
proved the Letter of Attorney paſſing the 
Committe; Mr Montague the Deputy Ac- 
comptant, acquainted the Court f the 
Stock being replaced to Mrs Pearce after 
the fraudulent Transfer was detected; Mrs 


Pearce was then called, who being ſhewn 
the Letter of Attorney, depoſed it was not 


her Hand Writing, and that ſhe never gave 
him any ſuch power: and ſo the Evidence 
being cloſed on the Side of the Crown, 
Mr Rice was acquainted that now was the 


Time to make his Defence; to which he 


anſwered that he had nothing to fay, only 
defired ſome Gentlemen might be called to 


his Character, two of whom were only 


ſworn, and ſpake of him as a Perſon of 
Credit in his Profeſſion ; for the Court ac- 
quainted him, that where Proofs were poſi- 
te, Character would be of no Weight; on 
this the Jury, without Heſitation, brought 
him in guilty, This being over, he pleaded 
for Mercy, and entreated his Lordſhip to in- 
terceed with the King for his Life, urging. 
in his Behalf, that he had been offered Pro- 
tection at Cambray, if he would have ad 
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ged his Religion; to which his Lordſhip re- 


plied, that he could not give him the remo- 


teſt Proſpect of the Royal Mercy, and there- 
fore adviſed him to think of no ſuch Thing, 
to make the beſt Uſe of the ſhort Time he 
had to live in preparing himſelf for another 
World. Mr. Akerman, was then ordered to 


remove him from the Bar, and to take him 


into his Cuſtody. e 
About Five in the Evening he was again 


| brought to the Bar with the other Priſoners, 


to receive Sentence of Death, which was paſt 


upon them in a verymovingand patheticMan- 


ner, by Mr. Eyre, a Gentleman who had 
been elected Recorder but a few days before. 
After being lodged in Newgate, he went 
more deeply into the Receſſes of his own 
Heart; and Conſcience, like a faithful Mir- 
rour, repreſenting the different Parts of -his 
Conduct in all the Uglineſs of Deformity; 
he became every Day more weary of his 
Life, as the faithful Speech of his Judge had 
entirely removed any Thoughts of Forgive- 


neſs, and continuing in this melancholy Si- 


tuation till he ended his Life, and with it 
an inſupportable Load of Miſery, by the 
Hands of the common Executioner. 

Mr Rice was a perſon of an exceeding 
low Stature being ſcarce four feet ten Inches 
high, and ſo meagre in his Body that if it 
was not for his Complexion he might readily 

paſs for a Spaniard, or a French Man a na- 


tive 
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tive of Languedoc : however his Hair was 


pale, his Noſe remarkably high, and aqui- 
Ine, his Eyes large and blue, and the whole 


of his features long and protuberant : he 
liked Dreſs and Gaiety and on every Oc- 
caſion appeared with a ſingular Agility: at 
bis firſt appearauce betore the Lord Mayor 
he was dreſſed in a Suit of Black Cloaths 
full trimmed, and hai a Bagg wigg on, at 
his ſecond wore a Suit of light Grey trim- 
med with Black, the iame as on the Day of 
his Trial, when every perſon was moved 
with his Condition as he was obſerved to ſhed 

The vaſt Concourſe of People of Diſtinc- 
tion in the Court-Houſe; tended to affect 


him; and to fill him with the greater Hor- 


ror and Calamity, he had the Mortification 
to be conducted to a Priſon where, by the 
Nature of the Place, he could not expect 
the ſame Indulgence as in 
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